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Non tu corpus eras fine peétore—— Hor. 


meres 2 OOD-NATURE is to the mind, what 
beauty is to the body; and an agreeable dif- 
pofition creates a love and efteem for us in 
m® the reft of mankind, as an handfome perfon 





recommends us to the good graces of the 


fair-fex. To fay the truth, any little defe& in point of 





figure is fooner overlooked than a fournefs in the temper ; 
and we conceive a more lafting difguft at a morofe chur- 
lifhnefs of manners than at a hump-back or a pair of bandy 
legs. Good-Nature is, indeed, fo amiable a qualification, 
that every man would be thought to poffefs it: and the 
ladies themfelves would no more like to be accufed of a 
perverfe turn of mind than of an unhappy caft of features. 
Hence it proceeds, that thofe unfortunate ftale virgins, 
ufually call’d Qld Maids, have both thefe heavy cenfures 


Vor. Ii. I thrown 
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thrown upon them ; and are at once condemned, as ugly 


and ill-natured. 


Some perfons are (according to the ftri import of the 
phrafe itfelf) born Good-Natured. Thefe fortunate people 
are eafy in themfelves, and agreeable to all about them. 
They are, as it were, conftitutionally pleafing, and can no 
more fail of being affable and engaging in converfation, than 
a Hamilton or a Coventry can be otherwife than beautiful 
and charming. Yet it is the duty even of thefe, who are 
naturally endowed “ with the foft parts of converfation.’’ 
to be careful not to deprave or abufethem. They muft not 
rely too confidently on their native agreeablenefs of temper: 
for we fhould no more efteem a man, who difcovered a 
negligence of pleafing, than we fhould admire a beauty; 
who was an intolerable flattern. Nor on the other hand, 
fhould they let their Good-Nature run to an excefs of com- 
pliment and extravagant civility: for an engaging temper 
has been as often fpoiled by this troublefome politenefs, as 
a fine fhape has been f{queezed into frightful diftortions by 


bad ftays, and a fine complexion entirely ruined by paint. 


Bur if this care is requifite even in thofe few, who are 


bleft with this native complacency and good humour, how 


neceflary is it for the generality of mankind to labour at 


rectifying the irregularities in their temper. For this pur- 


pofe it would be fully fufficient, if they would employ half 


the art to cultivate their minds, that is daily made ufe of to 


fet off their perfons. ‘To this important end not only the 


feinale delicacies of paint and effence are called in as auxi- 


liaries to the embroidered fuits and French perukes, but this 


anxiety to fupply any perfonal defeét has fet the invention of 
artificers 
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attificers to work with fo much earneftnefs, that there is {carce 
any external blemifh, which may not be removed or con- 
cealed: and however unkindly nature may have dealt with 
you, you may by their affiftance be made a model for a 
ftatuary, or a pattern for a painter to ftudy. If you want 
an inch in height, your fhoemaker can fupply it, and your 
hofier can furnifh you with a pair of calves that may put 
an Irifhman to the blufh. An irregularity in your fhape can 
be made invifible by your taylor, or at leaft by the artift 
near the Hay-market, who daily gives notice, that he makes 
fteel ftays for all thofe who are IncLinep. to be crooked. 
There are various compounds and cofmetics that will cure 
{pots and freckles in the complexion, and combs and oint- 
ments that will change red hair to the fineft brown. Do 
you want an eye? Taylor will fill the vacant focket with as 
bright a piercer as. the family of the Pentweazies can boaft : 
or is your mouth deficient for want of teeth, Paul Sullion 
(to ufe his own phrafe) will rectify your head, and fix a fet 
in your gums as even and beautiful as ever adorned the 
mouth of a chimney-fweeper. Thefe and many other inven- 
tions as curious and extraordinary have been devifed; and 
there are no operations, however painful, which have not 
been fubmitted to with patience to conquer perfonal defor- 
mities. I know a gentleman who went through the agony 
of having his leg broke a fecond time, becaufe it had been 
fet awry ; and I remember a lady, who died of a cancer in 
her breaft, occafioned by the application of repelling plaifters 
to keep back her milk, that the beauty of her neck might 
not be deftroyed. I moft heartily with the fame rofolution 
was difcovered in improving the difpofition. Half the care 
that is taken of the body would have happy effects upon the 
temper. 
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temper. Tully in that part of his Offices, where he fpeaks 
of Grace, tells us, that it is deftroyed by any violent per- 
“ turbations either of the body or mind.” It is a pity that 
mankind cannot be reconciled to this opinion; fince it is 
likely, they would fpare no pains in cultivating their minds 
if it tended to adorn their perfons. Yet it is certain that a 
man makes a worfe figure with an ignorant pate than an un- 
powdered peruke, and that knowledge is a greater ornament 
to the head than a bag or a fmart cocked hat; that anger 
fets like a blood-fhot in the eyes, while good-nature lights 
them up with fmiles, and makes every feature in the face 
charming and agreeable. There is a certain {weetnefs of dif- 
pofition, which is fure to procure to thofe who poffefs it the 
good-will of their acquaintance ; but it is as ridiculous for a 
man to hope to be beloved, while he negleéts to be amiable, 
as it would be in a lady, who expetts a multitude of admi- 
rers, to appear always in a dirty difhabille. 


Tue difficulty of being convinced that we want this 
focial turn, is the grand reafon that fo little pains are taken 
to acquire and perfect it. Woulda man once be perfuaded 
of any irregularity in his temper, he wou!d find the blemithes 
of the mind more eafily corrected and amended than the de- 
feéts and deformities of the body ; but alas! every man is in 
his own opinion fenfible and good-humour’d, It is, indeed, 
poffible to convince us, that we have a bad complexion or 
an aukward deportment, which we endeavour to amend by 
wafhes and a dancing-mafter; but when the mind is in 
fault, felf-adulation, the moft fatal {pecies of flattery, makes 
us cajole ourfelves into a belief, that the fault is not in our 
own difpofition, but in that of our companions: as the mad 


inhabitants 
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inhabitants of Moor-fields conclude all, that come to vifit 
them, out of their fenfes. A whimfical perfon complains 
of the perverfenefs of his acquaintance, and conftantly ac- 
cufes them of fancy and caprice: and there never was an 
inftance of a pofitive untoward man, that did not continu- 
ally rail at the ftubbornnefs and obftinacy of the reft of the 
world. A modern Buck damns you for a fullen fellow, if 
you refufe a pint bumper, and looks upon you as a ineaking 
fcoundrel if you decline entering into any of his wild pranks, 
and do not chufe to Jay all night in the round-houfe. It 
was the faying of an old philofopher, that “ the eye fees 
“ not itfelf:’’ but when this blind partiality is carried fo far, 
as to make us think thofe guilty of the folly who make us 
fenfible of it, it is furely as abfurd as to imagine, that the 
hair-lip or carbuncled nofe, a man fees in the glafs, belongs 
to the figure in the mirror, and not to his own face. This 
foolith flattery it is, that makes us think ourfelves inflexibly 
right, while we are obftinately wrong, and prevents our 
receiving or communicating any pleafure in fociety. The 
untractable humourift, while he difgufts all that are about 
him, conceives himfelf to be the perfon affronted, and la- 
ments that there is no harmony in the converfation, though 
he is himfelf the only one out of tune. 


PERFECTION is no more to be expected in the minds of 
men than in their perfons: Natural defeéts and irregularities 
in both muft be overlooked and excufed. All I defire at 
prefent is, that they would endeavour with equal earneftnefs 
to cultivate their minds, as they do to adorn their perfons, 
To this end we fhould examine ourfelves impartially, and 
not erect ourfelves into judges, and treat all the reft of man- 
kind like criminals. Would it not be mighty ridiculous in 

Vor. II. K a perfon 
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a perfon of quality to go to court in a ruff, a cloak, a pair 
of trunk breeches, and the habit worn in the days of Queen 
Elizabeth, and while he ftrutted about in this antiquated 
garb, to accufe all the reft of the world of being out of the 
fafhion? As we are compofed of a body and mind, equal 
attention fhould be paid to both; and we fhould not be 
anxious to cloath the perfon, and at the fame time let the 
mind go naked. We fhould be equally affiduous to obtain 
knowledge and virtue as to put on lace and velvet: and 
when our minds are completely drefied, we fhould take care 


' that good-nature and complacency influence and direct the 


whole; which will throw the fame grace over our virtues 
and good qualities, as fine cloaths receive from being cut 
according to the fafhion. 


I cannoT conclude better than with a paflage from 
Swift's Tale of a Tub, where the ftrict analogy between the 
cloathing of the mind and the body is humouroufly pointed 
out. ‘* Man (fays he) isa Micro-coat. As to his body there 
“* can be no doubt; but examine even the acquirements of 
«« his mind, you will find them all contribute in their order 
“‘ towards furnifhing out an exact drefs. To inftance no 
“ more; is not religion a cloak, bonefly a pair of fhoes 
“ worn out in the dirt, /e//-/ove a furtout, vanity a fhirt, 
“< and confcience a pair of breeches, which though a cover 
“© for lewdnefs as well as naftinefs, is eafily flipt down for 
*« the fervice of both.” 
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